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Can I use synonyms for 
words? 



Synonyms
A synonym is a word similar in meaning to another 
word. Writers often use a synonym to make a 
sentence more effective. 

For example:

After waiting for the bus for over an hour, 
Mandi felt annoyed, frustrated and infuriated!

Why do you think the writer 
here eventually chose the 
word infuriated? 

How is it different from 
annoyed or frustrated?





Discuss 

All of these words mean a fast paced 
movement. You would use them for 
different sentences and examples. 

For example, scuttle means the same 
as run, but you wouldn’t say an 
Olympic athlete ‘scuttles’. Do they think 
any of these words are more 
advanced than others. 

If so which?



Warm up activity

Synonyms List

We are going to practise creating a list of synonyms. 
How many synonyms can you jot down for the word sad?

Here are some words that could have been used:

gloomy

upset

depressed

heart-broken

morose

miserableunhappy



Task One - Can you replace the 
underlined words with a synonym? 



Extension of Task One

Rewrite the paragraph with your 
synonyms. 



Task Two -
Using a thesaurus as 
an aid, improve the 
synonym each time. 

Decide which 
synonyms are more 
powerful and list them 
accordingly. The 
strongest synonym 
needs to be on the 
top, see the arrow. 


