Phonics Card Ideas
In Reception we are learning the Phase 2 sounds. Each week we will be learning new sounds and you can use the corresponding cards and word lists at home with your child. Below are some suggestions on how you can use these cards with your child to develop their reading and spelling. If you have any additional questions please don't hesitate to ask! 

How to use the phonics cards              (Please use pure sounds)
1. Identifying letters by the sound they make

First of all the children need to recognise each letter by the sound they make. Although we are also learning letter names it is more important at this stage that the children know the sounds the letters makes. To help your child learn this you could: 
· Hold up cards one at a time and ask your child to say the sound they make. 
· Place the cards face down. Ask your child to turn them over one at a time, get them to say the sound as they turn them over. 
· Lay the letter cards out. Say one of the sounds and ask your child to find the sound you are saying. 

2. Matching the letter/sound to objects beginning with that sound. 

To help your child to be able to hear the initial sounds in words you can:

· Find things around your home that start with the same sound. e.g Match the letter card 't' to a tomato, teapot, toothbrush, towel etc. You could play a game of finding things.
· When you are out and about, can you find anything else which starts with the same sound? You could make a list of these things or draw pictures of them.

3. Be a ‘Phoneme/Grapheme Spotter’ 

It is really important that the children are able to identify the letters and sounds they are learning in their environment and in print in other places. 

· You could look for letters when you are out, e.g. shopping looking at signs and labels. 

· You could look for the letters in books you have at home or in words you see around the house e.g. on food packaging or in magazines. 

3. Reading words 

Using the letters your child can begin to practice reading some simple words. Place the cards down (you can use the phoneme frame) to make each word. Say each letter sound individually and 'blend' the sounds together to read the word. e.g.  tap  't'   'a'   'p' ...... 'tap' 
4. Spelling words
Your child can begin to spell simple words using the sounds they have learnt. In the beginning they might need some help to break down (segment) the sounds in the words. 
· Say the word you want your child to spell. Get them to build the word using the letter cards. - you may need to elongate or exaggerate the sounds in the word to begin with to help them hear the sounds. Read back the word you have spelt together to check you got it right. 
· Once they are confident using the letter cards to build words, you could try writing them!  
	s
	a
	t
	p
	i
	n
	m
	d

	sit
	an
	tip
	pan
	it
	nap
	man
	dim

	sat
	at
	tan
	pip
	is
	nit
	mam
	dip

	sip
	ant
	tin
	pat
	in
	nip
	mat
	din

	sap
	am
	tap
	pin
	
	
	map
	did

	sad
	and
	Tim
	pit
	
	
	
	

	Sam
	
	
	Pam
	
	
	
	


Here is a list of words you can make using the first eight cards. 
Phonics Websites
If you’re not sure how to say the letter sounds correctly or how to 'blend' the sounds together go to our class page on the school website.
There are interactive games to play on:
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk - We are working on Phase 2
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks - Games for children and information for parents 
http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com  - You need to sign up but the computer version is free
Phonics Dictionary 
· Phoneme ----- The sound a letter makes (think like listening on the phone)

· Grapheme ---- The written letter (think like graphite in a pencil!)

· Digraph --- Two letters that make one sound e.g. ‘sh’  ‘ch’

· Trigraph ---- Three letters that make one sound  e.g. ‘igh’  

· Blend ---- Merging the sounds in a word together to read it e.g s-a-t ….  ‘sat’
· Segment --- Breaking down the sounds in a word to spell it e.g. ‘sat’ …. ‘s-a-t’ 
· Tricky word --- A word which can’t be sounded out using phonics strategies. E.g ‘the’ 

